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CORRECTIONS 


In the last packet(724) in the story on page 
7, COMMUNITY GROUPS RESIST DISCRIMINATORY REAL 
ESTATE LENDING PRACTICES, the second paragraph 
of the second column the first sentence should 
read: 

’''Community members at the meeting agreed to 
ask all depositors in Seattle *s Central Area and 
the adjoining racially mixed Ranier Va^ey area... 


NOTES FROM THE COLLECTIVE 

The two part interview with a Portuguese 
soldier who fought in Angola which starts in this 
packet follows close on the heels of our last story 
on Angola* We're trying to fill in more background 
which should help people to understand the situa= 
tion in Angola. 

It's not unusual for someone like the soldier 
interviewed to understand itSuse situation well. Many 
Portuguese soldiers deserted during the African 
wars and many who stayed gained sophisticated 
political understanding from their contacts with 
the African Liberation Movements. Soldiers' 
attitudes towards the war was a major force in the 
development of the Armed Forces Movement, which 
ended 50 years of fascist rule in Portugal in 
April, 1974. 

* * * 

In this packet we have an article about 
political prisoner Martin Sostre. A committee has 
just been formed which intends to organize actions 
in New York on a state-wide level to rally support 
to gain his freedom. 

* * * 

This is the last packet that Cathy Cockrell, 
who hAs been with us for the summer, will be working 
on. It's been great working with her and we look 
forward to her joining the staff on a more permanent 
basis in the future. 

k k k 

We haven't stopped needing money since last 
packet. We need for you to pay for both July 
and August, if you haven't already, even though 
we only sent out ohe combined bill. 

bread & roses 
LNS 


Also, in the last packet (#724) the UFW Convention 
Story on page 4 should have had a by-line which 
reads by Bob Barber . 
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JOANN LITTLE ACQUITTED ON MURDER AND MANSLAUGHTER 
CHARGES? BLACK WOMAN HAS THE RIGHT 
TO DEFEND HERSELF»» 

NEW YORK(LNS)~Joann Little was found not 
guilty of second degree murder and voluntary man- 
slaughter by a Raleigh, North Carolina jury after 
only 78 minutes of deliberation on August 15# One 
of the jurors explained afterwards that they had 
all voted for acquittal on the first vote# 

Little, a 21-year-old black woman, was charged 
with the murder of Clarence Alligood, a white jail- 
er who she says tried to rape her in her jail cell# 

The decision by the seven-woman jury, half of 
which was black, sets a precedent for a woman’s 
right to defend herself against sexual attack# 

Juror Paul Lassiter said, ”I was always wait- 
ing for the state to bring something in kind of 
like a bombshell to surprise us# I was surprised 
when the state rested its case# ” 

A People’s Victory ' 

owe my victory to the people and not to 
the judicial system,®’ Little said at a press con- 
ference following the jury’s decision* ' ®’If my sis- 
ters are ever faced with the similar situation, 
and I hope they never do, maybe. now -there is a law 
that says a black woman has the right to defend 
herself#®® Little announced at the press conferencee 
that she will begin a speaking tour., around the. o 
country to advocate prison reform# 

Throughout the trial which began on July 14, 
supporters held demonstrations outside' the court- 
house and in* various cities across the country# 

There was never enough space in the small court- 
room for all Little’s supporters, a problem aggra- 
vated in the final days by the court deputy’s deci- 
sion tr decrease the total number of spectators, 
and of those, to allow in more press and less sup- 
porters® 

By the time of the jury’s decision, there 
were only 14 supporters allowed in the room, and 
they were locked in so they could ;in©it iramediately 
relay the good news to the support demonstration 
taking place outside® 

Pfd^^cution Case Weak 

Jurors explained afterwards that the strength 
of Joann Little’s defense was almost an ®®extra®® 
when the prosecution, who had the burden of proof, 
presented such a weak case# The state’s case for 
the original Charge of first degree murder was s6 
flimsy that the judge dismissed it midway in the 
trial# Little had been indicted with the fitst 
degree charge by a grand jury which had not been 
allowed to hear the medical e examiner, who ini-’ 
tially examined Alligood’ s body# The examiner was 
the first to report that there was semen on 
Alligood’ s thigh and other evidence of sexual 
activity# 

Although . prosecution lawyers gave no evidence 
during the trial that Joann Little lured Alligood 
into her cell in a premeditated escape attempt, ^ 
prosecuting attorney Stanley insisted in his sum- 
mation that it was Ms® Littlen not Mr# Alligood 
that made sexual advances, on the premise that. 


”A jailer wouldn’t cross the racial barrier with 
someone in a position to cost Jlirn his job#®’ 

And prosecuting attorney Lester Chalmers, who 
has represented Ku Klux Klan members, empahsized in 
his summation that the ®® sheer number of wounds shows 
the intent to kill#®® 

However, even Judge Hobgood instructed the 
jury in his final charges to consider the size and 
strength of the 200- pound jailer, the fact that he 
had a weapon, his reputation for past sexual ad- 
vances, and a jailer’s duty to protect the prisoners# 

Little Testifies of Self-Defense 

The core of Little’s case was that she had 
acted in self-defense# In her testimony which began 
on August 11 she explained that jailer Clarence 
Alligood entered her cell on the night of August 27, 
1974, held an icepick to her head and forced her to 
engage in oral sex with him# 

**He v/as gripping the icepick right in my face,®® 
whe said# ®*I didn’t know what he was going to do, 
whether he was going to kill me or not#®® 

Then for an instant Alligood loosened his grip 
on the icepick and both of them scrambled for it© 

®*I reached for the icepick, he reached for the 
icepick,*® said Little# ®®I got if first#®® 

®®I hit at him with it,®® she went on ^ ®®he came 
at me and Teadh time he came up I hit at him#*®! She 
ran from her cell in fear for her life# Alligood 
was still alive when she ran. Little explained, 

®® standing there with that grin on his face#®® 

The defense called three former women inmates 
of the Beaufort County Jail who corroborated Joann 
Little’s claim that Alligood took advantage of his 
position as jailer to exploit the women prisoners 
whenever and however he wished# 

Annie Gardiner, who as a prisoner trustee, was 
able to move around the jail more often than most 
other prisoners, told the court that the jailer had 
turned TV monitors on where he could watch the women 
bathing, changing clothes or using toilets# She 
also testified that Alligood came into the women’s 
cellssevery night, ostensibly to bring them sand- 
W^ichecSs, without requests from the prisoners and 
without going through the normal proceedures by 
which guards enter cells# 

Gardiner said that Allfgodd had tried to put 
his hand on her breast and pinch her when she was 
scrubbing floors and that she had to push him away® 
When a state eross examiner asked her repeatedly 
why she hadn’t reported the incident at the time, 
she finally flared up and replied, ®®because I was 
embarrassed and never wanted to think about it 
again&®® 

The second woman ex- inmate to take the stand, 
Rosa Mae Roberson, said that Alligood had told her 
that she ®*had been confined in j Ail so long that she 
must need sex#®® Roberson testified that she had at- 
tempted to commit suicide twice while in jail— the 
first time on the night that ahe was jailed and 
the second time when she became ®®bothered so much®® 
by the jailer’s sexual advances# 


The third woman, Phyllis Moore, testified that 
she overheard Alligood asking Joann Little if she 
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''^missed her man'^® whereupon Little had answered dis- 
gustedly that if Alligood kept that up whe would 
report him® 

Another defense witness ^ Herbert MacDonald 
a noted criminologists, criticized the police exam- 
ination of the slaying as incompetent ^ noted signs 
of tampering with the eMdence^ and said that he 
would not pass any of his criminology students if 
they presented him with such terrible photographs 
of the jail cell as the prosecution had given to 
the defense© Furthermore^ he noted that these 
photos differed in significant details from those 
entered by the prosecution as evidence to' the jury© 

Significance of the Case 

Reflecting on the significance of Joann Little's 
trial several days after the acquittal ^ defense at- 
torney Karen Galloway saidj ®*The verdict doesn't 
mean that' North Carolina's judicial system is yin^ 
dicated® The only justice would have been if 
Joann Little was never indicted at all® •• the trial 
only showed the public the issues that we brought 
out that happen in prisons every day®** 

Asked- 'if thfeemass support for Joann Little had 
any effect in the courtroom, Ms® Galloway answered, 
*®It had lots of effect on the jury® Obherwise Joann 
Little would, have been convicted way back last fall® 
But the jurors were made aware that the state's ra- 
cism and sexism had to be tossed aside®**' 

Joann Little is currently free on bond pending 
appeal on the charges of breaking and entering 
that put her in Beaufort County jail in the first 
place® Although she wanted to appeal earlier, her 
previous lawyer neglected to file all the papers 
for an appeal before the time allowed for appeals 
had expired® 

In addition, Jerry Paul, one of Little's 
lawyers, was cited for contempt of court and put 
in lall immediately following Joann's acquittal® 

The charges stem from Paul's arguments with the 
judge on his- procedures for jury selection® In 
North Carolina it is possible for an attorney to 
be disbarred after being cited for contempt© Other 
defense team members are currently appealing his 
case® 

-30- 

(Thanks to Celeste Wesson of WDBS for much of 
^^^s information®)' 

SEVEN YANKTON SIOUX ON TRIAL IN SOUTH DAKOTA 
IN AFTERMATH OF PLANT OCCUPATION 

NEW YORK(LNS)— Four of the Yankton Seven-- 
seven young Indian men who participated in an occu- 
pation of a pork procedsing plant this spring on 
Yankton Sioux tribal land in Wagner, South Dakota— - 
remain in jail following a pre-trial hearing Au- 
gust 13^ 

They are charged with grand larceny and third 
degree burglary® Charges of assault without intent 
to kill were dropped at the hearing in Lake Andes, 

S®D® Supporters of the seven from the Yankton 
Sioux reservation filled the courtroom® 


white businessman Melvin Rosenthal® Tribe members 
had thought the project would benefit the Indian 
community, but Rosenthal managed to gain control 
of 80% of the voting stock, removing control of the 
conjp^ny from Indian hands® Rosenthal subsequently 
failed to meet an agreement to hire 85% Indian 
people as workers in the plant® The agreement also 
called for the appointment of a Yankton Sioux as 
corporation vice-president® Instead, Rosenthal 
installed his son in that position® 

On March 17, people of the community began a 
three-day peaceful occupation of the plant® Their 
goal was the renegotiation of the contract, and 
they demanded improved working conditions, better 
wages, and the hiring of more Indians® At the time 
of the occupation, only five of the 63 workers at 
the plant were Indian people® 

Although the occupation forced Rosenthal to 
sign a new agreement, he later repudiated it, saying 
it had not been approved hy the corporate board, 
which he controls® 

The single arrest resulting from the takeover 
did not come until May when tribal member Greg 
Zephier, now out on bond, was charged with extor- 
tion by threats, and violence which affects interstate 
commerce — a charge usually reserved for organized 
crime cases® 

A second occupation of the pork plant on May 
2 by seven Yankton Sioux men now on trial was ap- 
parently touched off by Zephier 's arrest® The 
occupation lasted sixteen hours, and although it was 
marked by sporadic gunfire, no one was injured® 

The seven were arrested after being driven from the 
plant by tear gas® 

■ ■ i 

During the takeover , martial law was declared 
in the town of Wagner, with members of the National 
Guard, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and the state 
police present. 

From June 6 to July 17 the seven were held in 
solitary confinement in the South Dakota State Pen- 
itentiary, in what their defense points out was an 
unconstitutional punishment without trial. They 
had been transferred to solitary confinement by or- 
der of a circuit ji^ge when local authorities 
"experienced difficulty in controlling the defen- 
dant®." According to a legal worker involved in 
the case, they had been "complaining about condi- 
tions and singing" while in jail. 

They were transferred to the county jail in 
Lake Andes, S.D. on July 17 and on July 26 five 
of them— Mark Winkler, Mike Weston, Don Cournoyer, 
Godwen Weston, and Jim Weddell— escaped. Two 
days later two of them were arrested on the Yankton 
Sioux Reservation, and the following day two turned 
themselves in to a tribal judge. The seven had 
maintained all along that since the occupation took 
place on tribal land, they should be tried by a 
tribal judge. The judge, however, stating that he 
wished to avoid any bloodshed, turned the two over 
to the state. Jim Weddell is Still free. 

Jesse Costello and Mike Honomichl, the two who 
didn't participate in the escape were freed on their 
own recognizance at the pre-trial hearing, and bond 
was reduced from $8,000 to $5,000 for the others o 



The pork plant was planned in the early 1970's 
joint venture between the Yankton Sioux and 
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(Note to editors: See packet #720 for information 

on recent events in Angola and more information on 
the liberation movements there. Please note thAt 
this is the first part of a two-part interview. 

The second will appear in the next packet.) 

- PASr’AND :PRESENT ' IN ANGOLA: 

REFLECTIONS OF A PORTUGUESE SOLDIER 

Southern Africa Magazine/Liberation News Service 

(Editor’s Note: Fighting continues to spj^^ead 
in Angola between the i&ftisi> Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) which new controls 
the capital of Luanda^ and the National Front for 
the Liberation of Angola (FNLA)^ closely linked 
with the government of neighboring Zaire and ha. 
backed by the West. Recent reports indicate that 
the third liberation movement^ the Notional Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) has 
joined forces in some areas with the FNLA to fight 
against MPLA. ' 

In November 3 1974 3 seven months after the 
April 25th revolution in Portugal 3 (Christopher 
Jones conducted a long interview in Paris with a 
young 3 highly educated Portuguese soldier who had 
just completed two years of service with, the Portu- 
guese army in Ango la. 

Originally published in the Jiily-August issue 
of Southern Africa Magazine 3 the following— the 
first of two parts— is an edited and shortened ver- 
sion of this, interview. We feel 3 as the editors 
of Southern Africa feel 3 that it is important not 
only as a detailed description of Angola during the 
war years 3 but because it provides many insights 
into the current period of strife and difficulty 
in the most conflict ridden of the former Portu- 
guese territories. 

Southern Africa is a monthly publication of 
the New Jork Southern Africa Committee. For more 
inf ormation write to them at 244 W. 27th St . 3 5th 
floor 3 New York City 3 N.Y. lOOOl.) 

COULD YOU DESCRIBE THE REGION OF ANGOLA WHERE YOU 
WERE STATIONED? 

I was in the AM/T (Military Area No. 1), a 
region north of the district of Luanda, stretching 
to the ^ontiersof the Congo, and bordered on the 
east by the province of Cuanza Norte. It’s an area 
where guerrilla warfare had begun in 1961 and has 
strongly taken hold in the African population which 
has either fled into the mata [bush] or into Zaire. 
Those who didn't flee were massacred by the repres- 
sion of the war. .. especially during the period 
1961-1963. ... 

The entire area is full of abandoned fazendas 
(plantations, usually for coffee or sugar). The 
Africans of the area were relatively rich,; they had 
their own coffee, but no longer. The economy of 
the local population was completely destroyed by 
the war. 


sufficient. A lot of people cultivated small plots 
of land and lived with a certain ease. There was 
not the misery of central and southern Angola. 

The northern populations were often obliged 
to work for the whites during the periods of the 
coffee harvest or to help with certain jobs that 
had to do with the coffee. That started in the flfT 
ties. The head of the local governmental post would 
round them up and take them to the fazenda where 
they would be paid a very low unit wage.... 

But the fazendeiros also turned to the very 
cheap manual ^aborers^ from central Angola, the Bail- 
nndos. The land where the Bailxxndos lived produced 
almost no cash crops, and there was no industry, 
thus no jobs and no money. 

It was these people who then began coming north. 
They came usually because they owed money to shop- 
keepers in the south, these shopkeepers inevitably 
being white, or more rarely mulattos or Cape Verdeans. 
The shopkeepers, then, gave the lists of the people 
who had contracted debts to the heads of the govern- 
mental posts. Following the administrative hierarchy, 
the names went to the conselho [roughly the same as 
a county administrator], who designated the contin- 
gent of contract laborers. From one conselho sev- 
eral thousand workers would be sent north on the 
contract .... 

The contract workers received four thousand escu- 
dos [approximately $160] at the end of a year's 
work, which they hardly got to look at because of 
debts previously accumulated. ... 

The head of a family sometimes had as many as 
twenty people to support; children, brothers, cousins, 
people who were sick or didn't work.... Of course, 
when they were in debt up to their ears , they had 
no choice but contract labor. When they arrived 
home after the contract, tthey signed up again immed- 
iately beca.use they knew that before long they'd 
be deep in debt again. .. . 

I haven't talked about child labor yet. Afri- 
cans were authorized to work at the age of twelve. 
These yOTOg boys and girls of 13, 14, or 15 years 
of age, made $40 for a year contract, and $2 per 
month at the fazenda where they were working.... 

Without this extraordinary cheap labor, it is 
certain that the coffee fazendas could not survive, 
the vay- they were organized. .. . 

We shouldn't forget that Portugal was the last 
country to do away with unpaid forced labor. Many 
of Angola's roads were constructed by blacks who 
were transported sometimes far from where they lived 
and were not paid. They worked only for their food. 
Forced labor was permitted by the Constitution until 
1970, in spite of being officially abolished at the 
beginning of the are in 1961. 

DID YOU HAVE AFRICAN SOLDIERS OR WHITE ANGOLANS IN 
YOUR PLATOON? 


The Africans usually cultivated coffee near 
larger fazendas operated by whites. Besides coffee, 
they would have bananas, mandioca [flour made from 
mandioca is an integral part of their diet], com, 
and ^palm trees from which they obtain palm oil, 
also an important part of their diet. 

The population there was more or less self- 
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One third of my company was African soldiers, 
which is typical. All the troops from Portugal were 
mixed with Angolans in 1973-74, which was the way it 
had been since 1968, I believe. Obviously the first 
battalions in 1961 had no African soldiers. 

Locally recruited soldiers could be black or 
white, but the whites made up only a tiny percentage 
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o£ the total. In my platoon I had seven Angolans, 
all black, from all parts of Angola. 

HOW WERE THE RELATIONS BETWEEN BLACK AND WHITE 
SOLDIERS? 

For the white soldiers, it was the first time that 
they had relationships with black people.... 

Of course there was discrimination. The! whites, 
illiterate or not (and some were) , earned a full sal- 
ary. Illiterate blacks earned only a quarter of 
what they should have earned for duty in a combat 
zone. This situation was maintained until the 25th 
of April, 1974 [the fall of the Portuguese dictatpr- 
ship] without, the slightest pressure for change in 
the Army Ministry. 

At our level the pressure we could exercise 
was almost nonexistent. We were already collaborat- 
ing in so much injustice, and there were already so 
many unjust situations that it was just one more. 

Most Africanssoldiers seemed to me full of 
guilt feelings from participating in a war against 
people they admire. Usually the African soldiers 
fighting with us had more sympathy for the MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] than 
for the FNLA [National Front for the Liberation of 
Angola], but for them to kill any brother, any bro- 
ther of race, was extraordinarily grave. 

We noticed that the African soldiers never shot 
to kill. Sometimes we had target shooting practice, 
which they didn't like at all. They had lower shoot- 
ing averages than white soldiers. I believe that 
it was because those bullets which they were shoot- 
ing at the target could eventually kill brothers 
whom they had no desire to kill. 

At times when we were out onna mission and they 
saw someone in the distance, they would shoot with- 
out authorization. They would pretend that the en- 
emy was close and that they were defending themselves, 
but that was false; they were shooting so that the 
others could flee. 

Of course not all African soldiers conducted 
themselves that way. Some of the most efficient 
troops were Composed exclusively of Africans who had 
been captured in the mata or had presented them- 
selves to the authorities. They were controlled 
directly by the political police: the so-called 
"Flechas" [Arrows]. They were used primarily in 
Angola, but were also being introduced in Mozam- 
bique, Some of the most in^ortant victories, espe-- 
cially against the FNLA, were obtained with these 
troops.,.. 

But to be frank, the army was good for the 
Africans in one way only. It made them aware of 
the territorial unity of Angola, which is important 
now that Angola will soon be independent. All those 
who spent time in the Portuguese army at least be- 
came more aware, and got to know different people 
and places in Angola which otherwise they would 
have been unable to do.. 4 .. 

WHAT SORTS OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT DID YOU HAVE? 

If we saw that the enemy's firepower was much 
greater than expected, or if we were surrounded, we 
could contact the command post directly. Within a 
short period of time we could have "heli-support" 
which meant at least what was called a heli-cannbn 


[machine gun fire from a helicopter] . 

Napalm was used to force the population to 
leave certain districts. Of this there are numer- 
ous testimonies of people who fled during the re- 
pression of the revolt in the north of Angola in 
1961. Supposedly it was also used in the East. 

I did see defoliants used. We couldn't use 
them whenever we wanted for the sin 5 >le reason that 
there wasn't enough money to pay for them. Thus 
they were used in relatively restricted areas to 
destroy crops in enemy territory. They were not 
used to destroy forests. Herbicides were dropped 
from the air. ... 

DID YOU EVER HAVE SUPPORT FROM RHODESIAN OR SOUTH 
AFRICAN TROOPS? 

Never did we have support from South Africa 
or Rhodesia; we were too far away. I believe that 
South Africa has carried out actions in support of 
our army in the Southeast of Angola. Rhodesia 
collaborated in Itozambique only; they don't even 
have a common ‘border ;Wjth A^ On the other hand, 

it is likely that Portuguese authorities collaborated 
in the repression of the Ovambos in Namibia, 

WHAT WAS THE SITUATION OF INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES ON 
ANGOLAN SOIL? 

The smaller companies like the wood dealers in 
the east, as well as many owners of large coffee 
fazendas, would make agreements with the liberation 
movements. They often supplied salt (of which 
there's a great lack) , food, and clothing to the 
guerrillas in exchange for a kind of unwritten 
agreement: they would supply food and the guerrillas 
wouldn't attack. The con^anies would leave sacks 
of flour in the middle of the road which were gone 
the next day. Every day things like that. 

Although it is believed that the larger cor- 
porations like Diamang [a large diamond-mining 
consortium with South African and Portuguese control] 
gave a lot of money to the liberation movements, so 
they would stay out of the area, nobody can prove 
any of that. What is certain is that no fighting 
occurred in those areas either. 

There is plentiful proof of contacts between 
Jonas Savimbi [the head of UNITA, the National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] , wood dealers 
and the Portuguese authorities. I spoke with a 
captain of the ffiSlitteiwho'wasIinlthe UNITA area 
from December '71 till April '72. He said that at 
a certain timeethey received tips from all over 
that there was a large gethering of UNITA guerrillas 
below Luso. So they went there. 

What in fact happened was a meeting between 
the commander of the Eastern military zone, several 
highly placed agents of the political police, and 
several UNITA leaders. We also know that Jonas 
Savimbi was treated in the Portuguese military hospi- 
tal in Luso.... 

Anything to do with splits or divisions [in 
the liberation movement] , the whites and people 
connected with big capital have their hands in it. 
Gulf, at this moment, will pay for FLEC [the Front 
for the Liberation of the Enclave of Cabinda, only 
established in the last two years and widely sus- 
pected of fronting for western interests] to do 
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their propaganda, to have their puppet presidents 
and organize that whole farce, but not much, elsp. 
cause Gulf had no problems during the war--the oil is - 
at sea, and the engineers and the other personnel in- 
volved with oil live in the city of Cabinda where 
there was no fighting. , . 

The MPLA has been interested in increasing its 
actions in Cabinda because it already fought a lot 
there and had controlled it better than they do now. 
They needed to make their presence felt so that FLEC 
couldn't say that it controlled Cabinda, an obvious 
untruth. It is known that parts of the Cabindan 
population (Cabinda only has 80,000 people) are high- 
ly favorable to the MPLA, others to the FNLA,. 

HOW WOULD YOU EVALUATE THE GUERRILLAS YOU WERE TOLD 
TO FIGHT? 

Although the MPLA in the north was completely 
isolated and incapable of receiving arms, they had 
an excellent socio-political organization ip plac.e 
They lived from what the population gave them or 
from the fields they themselves cultivated (which 
were large, it should be noted). 

From captured documents and extensive descript 
tions, it is clear that all people had quite a rig- 
orous political preparation ; We would see, for ex- 
ample, children who were born in the mata, who besides 
speaking and writing impeccable Portuguese, were per- 
fectly aware of the objectives of the MPLA. It was 
remarkable to talk with an 11-year old kid who had 
never seen a white man, and hear him say that the MPLA 
was not against whites, it was against '’nazism 'and 
colonialism." ‘ 

If we spoke with a normal MPLA guerrilla, usual- 
ly he knew what he wanted, why he was fighting, and 
so on. 

In the FNLA this wasn't so common. The people 
under their control were vaguely aware that they 
were FNLA, that the FNLA wanted independence for r ^ 
Angola, and little else. 

They knew that their leader is Roberto Holden and 
that they belong to an exceptionally centralized mil- 
itary organization, but there were no theoretical 
discussions like there are in the MPLA. The MPLA 
carried out their political work in depth. They had 
political commissars who were quite good, usually 
two per camp. They had a women's organization and 
the children were pioneers. 

They had literacy classes where the usO of wea- 
jions was taught at the same time. 

The FNLA had schools as well, but if an MPLA 
teacher died or was captured, he was immediately re- 
placed. In the FNLA there were often teacher-less 
schools. 

If the FNLA had few sophisticated weapons, the 
same was true for the MPLA. At best they had some 
anti-personnel mines, often homemade from bombs or 
mortar shells which hadn't exploded. The problem was 
that a large percentage of these homemade mines didn't 
work. Other times they would just make a hole in 
the ground and fill it with scrap iron and nails 
with gunpowder plus something to detonate it. ‘ , 

The operations of the FNLA in the Cuanza Norte 
sometimes approximated the cangaco [Brazilian ban- 
dits who became folk heros through the carrying out 
of a sort of popular justice]. I mean that a lot of , 
people who joined the FNLA had personal revenge to 


take care of, and they didn't rest until that re- 
venge was carried Out, sometimes even against Afri- 
".cans. _ 

FNLA recruiting is an in^jortant thing to men- 
tion. It's quite different from the recruiting of 
the MPLA, which has a volunteer system among the 
Angolan refugees who are in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (Brazzaville) . 

But the Congo refugees are nowhere near as nu- 
merous as those in Zaire. In) Zaire there are about 
one million refugees, and it is among those million 
refugees EPfat a compulsory It ax ‘is odllected to fi- 
nance the FNLA combat. [The MPLA was prohibited 
from operating in Zaire during the war, and thus 
could not recruit among the refugees there... ed.] 

Each man who was either born in Zaire or lived 
there had to do a certain period of military ser- 
vice. The men of Angolan origin fulfilled their 
obligation in the FNLA instead of in the Armed 
Forces of Zaire. Obviously a lot of people in the 
FNLA who were drafted had no particular motivation 
for fighting. They were simply there because they 
had to be. 

One thing I do know is that a soldier captured 
in July [1974], when asked who he was fighting for, 
said the FNLA. When he was asked who he thought 
should be president of Angola, he said Agostinho 
Neto [the president of MPLA] . Roberto Holden hates 
Agostinho Neto, thus it's hard to see what politi- 
cal preparation that; soldier had received. 

There's ciearly no love lost between the FNLA 
and the MPLA. Starting in 1967 there were huge bat- 
tles between FNLA and MPLA forces. The Portuguese 
Army even used this rivalry to their advantage in 
the north of Angola. They pushed the FNLA one way 
and the MPLA the other, so that they would fight 
among themselves. 

I spoke with a captain who was in that area at 
the time and he said that he was in places where 
there were no Portuguese troops out but where one 
could hear battles going on. These were battles 
between the MPLA and the FNLA. 

That was more or less the situation. One 
thing: except for a well-publicized offensive that 
didn't come off, the combat power of the FNLA in 
the north of Angola was much greater that that of 
the MPLA. But the MPLA had more support. This was 
especially clear after the 25th of April. The MPLA 
was a political force in the cities. The people in 
the cities supported the MPLA spontaneously, much 
more than the FNLA. In the countryside, it was not 
so clear. 

The MPLA also had cadres much better prepared 
to assume responsibilities than the FNLA, and a 
lot of sympathizers who were taking advantage of 
the slight opening of the 25th of April to take 
sides in favor of the MPLA. 
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(Next packet: the situation since April, 1974) 

There's little more that we dread 

Than nagging you for your bread 
But rather than waste 


This seven' linesspace 
We're asking for money instead. 
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From: Latin American Working Group, Box 6300, 

Station A, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

"Tierra Prometida", a record by Chilean pro- 
test singer Angel Parra, is now available through us. 
In songs composed both before and after the 1973 
coup, Angel sings of the hopes and struggles of the 
men and women of Chile. 

All the proceeds from the record (which in- 
cludes a printed insert with introductions and the 
lyrics to the songs in Spanish, French and English) 
will go to the Committee of Cooperation for Peace 
in Chile. The records are $5 (plus 75i for handling). 

* * * 

From: New Dawrn 2515 Dwight Way, Berkeley, Calif. 

Our work in the community is being stagnated 
from lack of fundsl We definitely need financial 
energies and commitments to keep our organization 
in existence. Among our activities are a People's 
Ballroom and Cultural Center in Berkeley, political 
study groups and a newspaper "The People United". 

Please send anything you can. 

* * * 

From: Smyrna Press, Box 841, Stuyvesant Station, 

New York, N.Y., 10009 

"We will speak of the broken h;ours of our 
everyday lives, of the smell of thd subway platform 
after the five o'clock rush, of departmipnt store 
mannikins more humane than their victims, of a sys- 
tem too corrupt to survive." 

—from the introduction to 3 Red Stars 

3 Red Stars is a new book of poetry by bi'.p. 
Flanigan, Dan Qeorgakas andi.Lenny Rubenstein. "We 
are not theoreticians or academics but writers who 
have tried to user both traditional and innovative 
forms in making poems and fiction that serve to ad- 
vance the possibility of a second American revolu- 
tion. We do not have an ideological li^e in the 
strict sense, nor hre we presently nlembers of any 
particular organization. 

The book is available for $2.00. Also, write 
for a list of other publications. 

* * * 

From: DES Information Group, Women's Health 

Collective, 2908 Ellsworth St., Berkeley, Calif. 

94705. 

A group of women in the Bay Area, concerned 
about the lack of attention to an important health 
matter— the occurrence of vaginal cancer and 
adenosis (a non-cancerous condition) in the daugh^ 
ters of women who took DES duri ng thei r pregnan- 
cies— has prepared a pamphlet, "Women Under 30" 
about the subject. 

It is meant to be produced in quantity for 
distribution in clinics, women's centers an'* 
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and doctor's dffices. Write to them at the above 
address . 

* * * 

From: The Africa Fund, 164 Madison Ave., New York, 

N.Y. 10016. 

"Mozambique, A Dream the Size of Freedom" by ^ 
George M. Houser and Herb Shore is a 68-page book 
with maps and photos. It is a comprehensive account 
of Portuguese colonialism in Mozambique and the 
struggle against it. 

Pride: $1.50 per copy; 2-10 copies $1.25 each; 
over 10 copies, $1.00 each. 

' * * * , 

From: Chile Solidarity Committee, Funds for a 
Free Chile, 156 Fifth Avenue, Room 1001, New York, 

N.Y. 10010. 

The National Coordinating Center in Solidarity 
With Chile is issuing this urgent appeal to raise 
$50,000 for the Chilean anti-fascist movement. 

Funds For a Free Chile is already underway in 25 
cities throughout the country. Under the supervision ; 
of Dorothy Steffens, Executive Director of the Womens i 
International League for Peace and Freedom and 
Abraham Feinglass, International Vice-president of 
the Amalgamated Meat-cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America, all funds collected will be forwarded t 
the Chilean anti-fascist movement. 

An international bureau for financial aid had 
been established by the representatives of the for- 
mer Popular Unity government along with other 
Chilean organizations and parties. The bank account 
is located iii Europe, under the supervision of Bea- 
triz All ende, daughter of the slain Salvador Al'lende. 

, * ^ * 8 * 

From: Ad Ho(r Coalition For a New Foreign Policy 

In addition to Indochina issues, the Ad Hoc : 
Coalition will also be working on isswesJ which grow 
logically out of our Indochina experience such as 
cutting aid to repressive governments and reducing 
the military budget. We plan to work on the For- 
eign Aid Bill in the fall with particular emphasis 
on cutting military aid to South Korea. Our next 
mailing will include more information on the bill 
and pur strategy. 

Write us at: 110 Maryland Ave,NE, Washington, 

D.C. 20002. 

* ★ * 

From: Resistance, Box 116, Oalland, California 94604 

Resistance Courier is the Bulletin of the 
Movement of the Revolutionary Left (MIR) Qlitside 
Chile. The first issue contains the most important 
documents published in the original Spanish language 
publication— Correo de la Resistencia— through its 
November 1974 edition, issue No. 5. The second 
edition will contain articles numbers 6 and 7 of the 
original. Thereafter each issue of the original will 
be printed in its entirety. Price is $1.50 for 1-9 
copies; $1 for 10 or more. 
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FORD ENDORSES NEW WELFARE PACKAGE 
FOR UTILmrCOMPANIES 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- President Foid has proposed 
a new subsidy plan for the electric power industry 
which will speed up nuclear construction, slow down 
environmental improvements, substantially increase 
utility rates, further reduce utility tax payments, 
and exempt utility stocks from federal income tax. 

The recommendations which come in the form of a 
an endorsement of a proposal drafted by the Presi- 
dent's Labor-Management Committee, headed by Labor 
Secretary John Dunlop, would specif icaily: 

*extend the Price Anderson Act, which exempts u- 
tilities from paying for damages caused by nuclear 
power. 

*promote the public acceptance of nuclear j)owbr. 

*encourage utility regulators to take "prompt" 
and "responsible" action on rate increase applica- 
tions, and 

*"stretch out" present environmental restrictions 
on energy production. 

Also included are recommendations for addi- 
tional tax breaks for utilities. 

Electric utilities already received one major 
addition to their catalog of tax loopholes earlier 
this year when the Congress raised the investment 
tax credit for utilities from 4% to 10%. This 
meant that utilities could write off taxes amount- 
ing to 10% of the totaicthey spent for investments. 

The measure, initially slated to expire after 
1976, also removed all limitations on the amotxnt 
of taxes which could be offset by these investment 
credits. 

Not satisfied with this however, Dunlop's 
proposal recommends permanent 12% investment tax 
credit. In addition, it proposes that utility 
stockholders be able to "defer" their income taxes 
on utility stocks if they reinvest their dividends 
in the utility. It is unclear whether such "defer- 
red" taxes would ever be paid. This proposal might 
amount t to an outright gift of billions of dollars 
to utility stockholders. 

Tax Loopholes Nothing New 

Through the years, electric utilities have 
become perhaps the most effective tax evaders of 
all time. Complex tax ^vOddance procedures such 
as accelerated depreciation, asset depreciation 
ranges, investment tax credits and fast write-offs 
for pollution control equipment all enable utili- 
ties to minimize their taxes while continuing to 
expand and increase revenues. 

While the average taxpayer has seen his or 
her Federal income tax increase over the Jiast twen- 
ty years (not only in absolute dollars, but in 
most cases in the percentage of gross income paid 
in tax), the utilities have seen a 48% decrease in 
absolute dollars paid to Federal taxes during this 
same period. 

Although the amount of money that customers 
paid to utilities during this period increased 
six-fold -- from $6.9 billion in 1955 to $42.2 


half the taxes in 1974 as in 1954 -- $528 million 
compared to $1 billion. (This amounts to only 
1.3% of revenues in 1974, compared to 2.6% in 
1973, and 14.7% in 1955.) 

In addition, ' the figures for 1973 show that 
almost one-fourth of the conq)anies paid no income 
taxes at all, but instead received tax credits 
for future years . 

1 Little, if any, of these tax benefits which 

the utilities enjoy are passed on to consumers. 

In fact, electyic utilities have been allowed to 
use accounting procedures which enable them to 
collect money from customers for federal taxes 
that the utilities have not actually paid to the 
government . 

At the end of 1973 — the most recent figures 
available — the electric utilities were holding 
$4.2 billion unpaid taxes which had already been 
collected from customers. 
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*****************'*'******************************* 
BLACKOUT BLACKMAIL? 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The West Virginia Citizen 
Action Group and the Citizens for Environmental 
Protection have asked the Kanawha County Board of 
Education to review a film released by the American 
Electric Power Company, and consider prohibiting 
its showing in schools without a balanced present- 
ation from environmental and consumer groups. 

The 28-minute movie, entitled, "What Time is 
The Power on Today?*" depicts a city in the near 
future where the power must be shut off from 10:30 am 
to 4:30 pm each day because of the utility's inab- 
ility to meet power demands. It blames the re- 
sulting chaos on stringent environmental standards, 
opposition to power plants and rate increase, and 
unrealistic regulat6ry commissions. 

The climax of the movie occurs when a leading 
"environmentalist" sees the light and accepts 
the company point of view. 

GiirrSmtiiy being shown to schools and civic 
groups throughout AEP's seven-state service area, 
the film does not mention that the utility indus- 
try's generating reserve margin last year was at 
its highest level in more than a decade, and that 
the 28% reserve margin was almost twice the Fed- 
eral Power Commission's recommended minimum of 
15%. This overexpansion, critics charge, o®eate§y' 
not only new environmental problems, but also 
rising eleptric rates. 
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************************************************* 

"The rights and interests of the laboring man 
(sic) will be protected and cared for — not by the 
labor agitators, but by the Christian men to whom 
God in His infinite wisdom has given control of the 
property interests of the covmtry, and upon the 
successful management of which so much depends." 


billion in 1974 — the utilities paid about one- 
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— George F. Baer, president of the 
Philadelphia and Reading Company, 
a principle coal operator during 
the 1903 anthracite coal strike. 
August 26, 1975 more.... 



NEW COMMITTEE FORMS AS INTENSIFIED CAMPAIGN 
WORKS TO FREE MARTIN , SOSTRE 

NEW YORK (LNS)««A Committee to Free Martin 
Sostre has been formed in New York City as part 
of an intensifying campaign to gain release of the 
black activist 5 who has been imprisoned for eight 
years since he was framed on drug dealing charges 
in 1967a 

, Catholic activist Daniel Berrigan^ black ac-^ 
tor and activist COwie Davis and New ^ork Assem- 
blywoman Marie Runyon assumed leadership of -the 
group in mid-August ®*hoping to make this committee 
the focal point of a mass campaign for executive 
clemency for Sostrep®® said Runyon® 

Intensification of the *®free Sostre*® campaign 
within the last two months has. included Sostre *s 
own informal request for executive pardon or com- 
mutation of sentence 5 which he telegrammed to 
New York Governor Hugh Carey in June® His request 
followed an eight hour sit-in in Carey’s office, 
staged by 16 activists June 20® The action won 
a meeting with Carey to discuss Sostre ’s case® 
Daniel Berrigan, three other priests, Marie Runyon, 
and eleven others took part in the sit-in® 

At their meeting with Carey three days later, 
the group presented evidence that the Sostre, con- 
viction was a frame-up and outlined the brutali- 
ties inflicted upon Sostre by prison authorities 
during his eight years of confinement® 

The state’s chief witness at the original 
trial, drug addict Ar to Williams, testified that he 
had bought heroin from Sostre® .An all-white jury 
convicted Sostre and sentenced him to a 30 to 41 
year prison term® An appellate division of the 
Supreme Court later modified the sentence to 25 r.-' 
to 30 years ®®in the interest of justice®’* 

After Sostre had served five years in prison^ 
much of that time in solitary confinement, Arto 
Williams admitted that he had helped the Buffalo 
police frame Sostre in exchange for his own free- 
dom, but his sworn affidavit to that effect was 
not allowed in court by the judge who had sentenced 
Sostre® 

The group presenting, Sostre ’s case to then 
governor 1 this] iJunecfasked-Care^otoouseohlstejc^ou-oi; 
tiven powerf' tO])f rear, Sostre-, ''lacdor^ing to Marie 
Runyon® Sostre does not like the fact that the 
criminal conviction is not removed by either commuf 
tatlon of sentence or a pardon, she said, Ubnt 
at this point he just wants out®” 

A formal, comprehensive legal -request for 
Sostre’s freedom is expected to be filed shortly 
on Sostre’s behalf® , It is hoped that Sostre’s 
own telegrammed request will ’’save him a place” 
in the governor’s list of such requests to be 
considered, since ’’one of the ridiculous things 
Carey said at thei .; June meeting,*” aAccofdmpgtto 
Runyon, was ■ that ^everyone has to wait his turn®’ 
Here this man has waited eight years in prison^®® 
It’s utterly incongruous, to tell him he has to wait 
till his turn comes around®” 


and genocidal treatment® The move, ordered to 
protect Sostre from further harassment, was aided 
byma. sworn affidavit by parolee James Sullivan, 
statiug that while he was Imprisoned he overheard 
guards ’’plot the cold-blooded beating of the guy 
in cell number 38® His name is Martin Sostre®” 

Sostre has been repeatedly subjected to beat- 
ings by guards for refusing to submit to degrading 
rectal ’’searches” and for refusing to shave his 
quarter-inch beard® He has helped organize prison- 
ers’ unions which conducted strikes at Auburn and 
Wallkill prisons® 


The Committee to Free Martin Sostre plans to 
wage a compaign for Sostre’s freedom on as many 
fronts as possible. Father Paul Mayer, a teacher 
at Union Theological Seminary and a member of the 
group, says the committee is working to organize 
a delegation from the state senate and a group of 
religious leaders to visit Sostre in Jail® With 
the supporters’ help, five members of the state 
assembly met recently with Sostre® 


Mayer has said that Sostre’s continuing re- 
sistance against prison authorities, the ongoing 
militant campaign on his behAlf , the intervention 
of Amnesty International (which has taken on the 
case of Sostre as a ’’prisoner of conscience”) and 
the public display of concern by New York state 
legislators may force the governor to act to free 
him® 






For further information and to support Sostre’s 
struggle for freedom, contacts Tl>e Committee to 
Free Martin Sostre, 339 Lafayette Street, New York, 
N®Y® 10012® 
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(Thanks to the Guardian for much of this information.) 


ANTI-PARK GI EJECTED FROM SOUTH KOREA 

NEW YORK(LNS) — A United States soldier 
stationed in South Korea has been returned home 
by the Army at the request of the Park Chung 
Hee regime. 

’’What I’m guilty of,” said Michael E® Kerr 
last month, ”is the crime of petitioning the U®S© 
Congress and President to respond to the totali- 
tarian oppressive policies and human rights viola- 
tions by Park Chung Hee’s government®” 

Kerr had sent a letter to President Ford in 
June protesting the U®S® role in supporting Park® 
The letter was signed by 107 U®S® soldiers, more 
than a third of the lower-ranking Giaron the Gamp 
Long base in Wonju® Kerr says that he had no con- 
tact with South Korean people nr organizations 
working in opposition to the government® 

Park, Kerr said, was United States aid to 
’’willfully and systematically subjugate and oppress 
the good people of South Korea®” 
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(Thanks to the Guardian for this short®) 


§ostre was recently transferred to federal BfJ SURE TO SEND US ANY NEWS OF EVENTS HAPPENING 

prison in New York City after he filed a federal IN: YOUR AREA AND PICTURES TOO .OR CALL US WITH 

suit charging the state prison system with brutal ANY PARTICULARLY HOT: HAPPENINGS® 
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